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Instructions 

Departments and posts have different needs as it relates to The American Legion Boys State. The Communications Toolkit was developed with this thought in mind. Containing a variety of documents to supplement current efforts, the templates can be edited with details and information specific to each state. Customizable content is highlighted in yellow for quick reference. 

Toolkit goals: 
· Create further awareness about Boys State and identify it as a program of The American Legion. 
· Develop and maintain interest among high school students, those who should attend and why. 
· Grow participation – increase applications/registrations and the number of delegates that attend. 
· Provide cohesive branding and messaging framework with easy to understand talking points and program definitions. 
· Consistent look and feel for the program nationwide. 

Website Tip Sheet 
Each state-specific website is likely the primary source of information for potential delegates (and their parents). Be sure that relevant, useful information is available and grammatical errors are corrected. It is good practice to review the website annually with a lens for improving user experience. Have a post member, who is unfamiliar with the program and website, utilize the tip sheet and review each web page. Using this strategy gives an unfiltered and fresh opinion of whether the site is easy to navigate, use and contains all necessary information. 

Students are looking for extracurricular activities that will complement their resumes, provide practical real-life experience and scholarship opportunities. Be sure to highlight these elements of The American Legion Boys State program on the website and include scholarship eligibility details. 

Talking Points 
Standard talking points ensure everyone is speaking with once voice. When everyone is consistent in message, brand awareness is built, which leads to an understanding and appreciation for the program. Key talking points are provided. Supplement these messages with state-specific details and information. Strive for a consistent message in every communication — through social media, conversations with high school staff and among Legionnaires and posts. This consistency will make recruitment efforts easier because everyone is sharing and reinforcing the same information. 

PowerPoint Presentation 
When meeting with high school leadership, potential sponsors and/or parents, be ready to provide a general overview of the program. Minimal bullet points can be used to prompt conversation that will lead to a more in-depth explanation of program elements (be familiar with the talking points in advance). The PowerPoint slides can be edited to include state-specific information and photos. The number of slides should be kept to a minimum. 

Sample Letters/Emails and Telephone Script 
Recruitment for Boys State is essential to the future of the program. Utilizing all available resources to aid in this process will ensure that participation grows. Included in this toolkit are documents to engage potential sources of delegate referral. These should be used in outreach with high school principals, counselors and government teachers. Also reach out to religious and youth group leaders, government and civic organizations in the community. Outreach creates awareness and prompts potential sponsorship. Engaging former delegates gives them the opportunity to share their experience with their social networks at school and creates energy and enthusiasm for the program. 

When calling on high school educators and civic leaders, it is likely you will need to leave a voicemail. Having a script prepared in advance provides the opportunity to be sure that pertinent information is relayed and interest is piqued. Follow up with a second email or phone call may be necessary.

Social Media Graphics and Sample Posts 
Social media is an incredibly powerful tool to notify the community about The American Legion Boys State program in a free and viral manner. It is also useful in recruiting delegates directly and engaging potential candidate referrers. Tools like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram use “posts” to drive traffic to the website. Once there, candidates can receive additional information or apply. 

The key with social media is to post often and always include a web address for those reading to “learn more” about the program. 

Posts are then “shared” by Legionnaires with their friends and others who are a part of the social media network. Social posts create awareness and reach. Not everyone will see or take note of a post the first time. Post more than once, even if it is about the same topic. This keeps the most important message — recruitment — in the top of news feeds.

Graphics are included for use on websites and social media. The graphics help create a uniform message and prompt referrals and leads to potential sponsors. 

It is also ideal to post updates and share posts from the statewide Boys State social media accounts throughout the spring and during the week of Boys State. Legionnaires not participating as Boys State staff can follow along and share the posts with friends and family. This helps increase awareness of The American Legion Boys State program. Be sure to include The American Legion headquarters and #BoysState2018 in all social media posts to be featured nationally and so others can discover the activity. 

Facebook - @AmericanLegionHQ / Twitter - @AmericanLegion / Instagram - @TheAmericanLegion 

Media Alert and Press Releases 
Engaging the press is a great way to bring awareness to The American Legion Boys State program, recruit delegates and thank sponsors. There are two tools for media outreach — the media alert and press release.

A media alert advises of a future event or activity and invites outlets to attend. Included in this toolkit is a media alert that can be customized with state-specific information. 

A media alert needs to tell a story to gain attention. The example provided highlights delegates meeting with a governor. The governor is a public figure which makes the meeting newsworthy. It is also beneficial to the program as the presence of the governor is an implied endorsement. 

A press release tells a story and ensures talking points are clearly understood and reported by media. Three press release templates have been created for the following uses: 
· Announce that applications are being accepted for the program in a particular community. 
· Announce who from the local community is attending The American Legion Boys State program and recognize sponsors. 
· Inform the public that The American Legion Boys State program has taken place and announce who will be attending the Boys Nation program. 

The press release templates are designed specifically to assist in recruiting efforts and to develop awareness. They can be tailored with local information, including a quote from a post commander. Customize the template to include specific local facts, such as the number of students participating and scholarships awarded. 

Media is looking for a story. Be prepared to highlight someone who has, or will be, participating in the program. Talk through the story with the person being highlighted before having them speak with the media. This pre-interview does two things – gives an idea of what the representative will say and an opportunity to coach and prepare them with the approved talking points. 

Media is very busy. It is common to send a press release and not receive a response. Follow up is absolutely necessary and may require sending the release a second time. In addition to providing good content and newsworthy information, timing is also key. If there is breaking news in the area, a press release may be set aside or overlooked. A follow up call or email will often prompt a response. 

Timing 
· Send the application/registration announcement press release two weeks prior to the window opening. 
· Send the second release announcing the delegates four weeks before the program begins. 
· Send the medial alert inviting the press to attend one to two weeks prior to the program start. 
· The post-event press release should be sent within 24 hours of the program’s end. 

When sending a post-event press release, include two or three of the best images with photo captions. Use action shots, rather than posed images. Examples include a photo of the boys raising the American flag, delegates gathering on stage or engaged in active discussion, or an image of the entire group at graduation. 

What makes a great story? 
Simple things can be effective in garnering media attention. These include: Personal quotes, highlighting a governor or state leader who spoke, quality images and statistics or facts. A selection of published articles has been included for review and inspiration. 
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Website Tip Sheet 

In a digital age, a well thought out and easy to read website is essential to providing key information to potential delegates, parents, sponsors and others to promote the program. Things to consider: 

· Cover the basics: who, what, when, where and why. Explain what The American Legion Boys State program is, who should attend, when and where it takes place and why it is important for delegates. 

· Keep dates current. For example, it is best not to include the year “2015” in information poised to be used in 2018. 

· Scholarship information should be easy to find, including details about the Samsung American Legion Scholarship and its requirements. 

· Keep words and references consistent in every occurrence. Be sure common errors such as misspelled words are corrected throughout the website. 

· Organize information and documents based on who will be using them. Navigate students to the material that is pertinent to them versus information intended for parents, leaders, and sponsors. 

· Information for students should contain details about what to expect as a participant. The website should clearly outline the week’s activities and include testimonials from previous delegates. It is essential to highlight the qualities that are expected in participants, including teamwork, leadership and character along with the skills delegates develop by attending. 

· Information for parents should contain details about travel to and from The American Legion Boys State program, a social media and/or website URL that will be updated before, during and after the program, as well as notes on fees and sponsorship. 

· Include photos of students in action. This appeals to future delegates who are image-driven and want to see the program in action. 

· Include a Fact Sheet or Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section. This makes it easy for students, parents and sponsors to quickly get answers to the most commonly asked questions. 



· If social media will be actively used during the week, be sure that links/icons are prominent and easy to find on the website. 
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Talking Points 

Centralized talking points regarding The American Legion Boys State program are essential in building brand awareness. Below is a series of statements regarding the over-arching goals, program standards and expected outcomes. Each state should develop unique talking points specific to their program. Be sure the document is reviewed each year to keep the points current and topical, especially for designated spokespeople who are tasked with responding to media inquiries. 

· The American Legion Boys State program started in Illinois in 1935. The State program started in XXXX.

· The American Legion Boys State program is a non-partisan, non-political mock government exercise intended to instill character, the importance of civic engagement and patriotism among rising high school seniors. 

· By participating in mock local, county and state government exercises, delegates learn firsthand about leadership, practical citizenship and the democratic process. 

· The American Legion Boys State program provides delegates with an interactive problem-solving experience in leadership and teamwork. Delegates learn by doing as they experience government in action. 

· The American Legion Boys State program exists in all American Legion departments in the United States, except for Hawaii. 

· The content of The American Legion Boys State program varies by location, but each program adheres to the same basic concept: Teaching government from the township to the state level. 

· Though programs vary by state, The American Legion Boys State activities generally include campaigns, elections, legislative sessions, court proceedings, law enforcement presentations, assemblies, bands, choruses and recreational programs. 

· The American Legion Boys State program utilizes a combination of tactics, including classroom work, lectures and hands-on activities that promote learning by doing. Each participant is known as a “citizen” and becomes an integral part of the community by assuming specific responsibilities as either an elected or appointed official. 

· Enrollment fees, or tuition, are paid by American Legion posts and other community-minded organizations. 

· Students who have just finished their junior year of high school, and have at least one semester of high school left to complete, are eligible to apply to The American Legion Boys State program. 

· Upon completion of the weeklong schedule of activities, delegates will receive three hours of political science college credit from (academic institution). 
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Sample Letter/Email and Telephone Script – High School Leadership 

High school counselors, principals, ROTC instructors, government teachers, religious and youth group leaders and homeschool educators are the perfect target audience for promoting The American Legion Boys State program. They have a vested interest in providing quality educational experiences that complement classroom learnings. The key is to ensure they have relevant information about the program and know when the application process is taking place. If done properly, this group can assist in furthering awareness about The American Legion Boys State program. 

The following letter/email is written to enlist help from this important group. It is best to allow time for a response but also good to follow up with a phone call. The telephone script can be used for reference. 

Letter/Email Template:

Subject line for email use: Juniors encouraged to enroll in The American Legion Boys State

Date 

Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 

Dear Name, 

Applications are now being accepted for The American Legion Boys State. This program helps prepare high school juniors to become the leaders of tomorrow and is a great academic experience and resume builder. Student delegates participate in a model state, complete with governmental bodies and elected public offices. 

The American Legion Boys State program is designed to mirror the structure and operation of state government while providing training in practical citizenship, leadership and character. It is a non-partisan weeklong educational program that takes place at Location in Month. More information is available at www.website.org. 

Classroom work, lectures and hands-on activities promote learning by doing and tuition is covered by American Legion posts and other community-minded organizations from throughout the state. Plus, college scholarship opportunities are available, with number state-level scholarships awarded at the end of the week. 

I ask for your assistance in recommending the program to students whom you feel may be good candidates. I have included images and suggested social media posts that can be used to promote the program. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached at XXX-XXX-XXXX or name@email.com. Your time and assistance are most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Name, Title 
The American Legion Boys State 


Telephone Script: 
Good afternoon, my name is ____________ and I’m calling to follow up on an email/letter I sent about The American Legion Boys State. Boys State is a non-partisan weeklong educational program that will be held at Location in Month. 

The American Legion Boys State program is designed to mirror the structure and operation of state government while providing training in practical citizenship, leadership and character. Tuition costs are covered by American Legion posts and other community minded organizations from throughout the state. College scholarship opportunities are available, with number state-level scholarships awarded at the end of the week. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Again, my name is ____________ and I can be reached at XXX-XXX-XXXX or name@email.com. Your time and assistance are most appreciated. Thank you. 
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Sample Letter/Email and Telephone Script – Civic Organizations 

The American Legion Boys State program relies on community and civic organizations along with businesses and corporations to provide essential financial support to sponsor delegates each year. The groups are also great sources of referral for potential delegates. 

The following letter/email can assist in enlisting help from this important group. It is best to allow time for a response but also good to follow up with a phone call. The telephone script can be used for reference. 

Letter/Email Template: 

Subject line for email use: Help us find tomorrow’s leaders for The American Legion Boys State

Date 

Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 

Dear Name,

A tradition that began in 1935, The American Legion Boys State continues to prepare future leaders. The program instills character, civic engagement and patriotism in our youth. Student delegates participate in a model state, complete with governmental bodies and elected public offices. The program is designed to mirror the structure and operation of state government while providing training in practical citizenship, leadership and character. 

Classroom work, lectures and hands-on activities promote learning by doing and tuition is covered by American Legion posts and other community minded organizations from throughout the state. Plus, college scholarship opportunities are available, with number state-level scholarships awarded at the end of the week. 

I ask for your help in supporting and creating awareness about this important program. This can be done on your organization’s website and social media pages. I have attached images and suggested social media posts that can be used to promote the program. We are encouraging students and parents to visit www.website.org to learn more. 

In addition, we try to cover all costs and transportation for the students. This is typically done with support from civic organizations and businesses. I would be happy to meet with you in person to talk about sponsoring a delegate this year. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached at XXX-XXX-XXXX or name@email.com. Your time and assistance are most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Name, Title 
The American Legion Boys State 


Telephone Script: 
Good afternoon, my name is ____________ and I’m calling to follow up on an email/letter I sent about The American Legion Boys State. Boys State is a non-partisan weeklong educational program that will be held at Location in Month. 

It’s a great academic experience for students in practical citizenship, leadership and character. Delegates learn by doing through classroom work, lectures and hands-on activities, as they participate in a non-political mock government exercise. 

I would like to share some ways you can help in create awareness about The American Legion Boys State program and options to consider for sponsoring a delegate. 

Again, my name is ____________ and I can be reached at XXX-XXX-XXXX or name@email.com. Your time and assistance are most appreciated and I look forward to speaking with you. 
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Sample Letter/Email – Former Delegates 

Former participants in The American Legion Boys State program are the perfect candidates to assist in promotion and recruitment. They have in-depth knowledge of the program and should be able to sing its praises. The key is to ensure they know the program is taking place and have the tools needed to assist in promoting the application/registration process. 

The following letter/email can be used to enlist help from former delegates. It is best to allow the students some time to respond but also a good idea to follow up with a phone call. 

Letter/Email Template: 

Subject line for email use: Help us find tomorrow’s leaders for The American Legion Boys State 

Date 

Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 

Dear Name, 

I hope school is going well. As you may recall, this is the time when applications are being accepted for The American Legion Boys State. As an alumnus, you know how important this educational experience is and the impact it can have on your resume and college application. At The American Legion Boys State, student delegates learn by doing in a non-partisan, non-political mock government exercise. It is an unparalleled opportunity to build leadership skills and learn the value of teamwork. 

This year, The American Legion Boys State program will take place Dates, in Town. Scholarship opportunities are available again this year. Number state-level scholarships will be awarded at the end of the week. 

I’m writing to ask for your assistance in creating awareness with your peers about The American Legion Boys State, either at your school or on social media. Some images and suggested posts are attached. Your support in encouraging students (and their parents) to visit www.website.org to learn more will help ensure we have a solid group of young men to participate again this year. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached at XXX-XXX-XXXX or name@email.com. Thank you in advance. Your time and assistance are most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Name, Title 
The American Legion Boys State 
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Social Media Graphics and Sample Posts 

Social media graphics have been developed to help create awareness about The American Legion Boys State program and drive traffic to your state website. Always provide a live URL link when posting to social media to generate clicks and site visitors. Also, post more than once to remind followers of the application window and timeframe to keep this important story first in the newsfeed. 

The #BoysState2018 hashtag should be included in all social media posts to grow the reach on a national level. The more times #BoysState2018 is posted, the more likely it will become a trending topic on Twitter and garner nationwide attention rather than what can be achieved when only using state-specific hashtags. 

Twitter posts should be limited to a 140-character count (including spaces). Though Twitter might allow up to 280 characters in the future, part of what makes the social media app successful is the brevity used when expressing a thought or idea. Limiting the length of a tweet also increases the likelihood that people will click through to the website for more information, generating additional traffic online. 

Application Window Open 

Sample Facebook posts: 
· The American Legion Boys State will take place in State, Dates. Encourage upcoming high school seniors who have outstanding leadership, character, and community service qualities to apply. The Application is available at www.website.org. #BoysState2018 @AmericanLegionHQ 

· High school juniors interested in the democratic process of state and local government make great candidates for The American Legion #BoysState2018. The application window is now open. Scholarships available. Learn more at www.website.org. @AmericanLegionHQ 

· High school juniors who participate in The American Legion #BoysState2018 program learn about leadership, democracy and patriotism. If you know a student who may be interested in a life-changing week of learning, applications are now being accepted. Learn more at www.website.org. @AmericanLegionHQ 

Sample Tweets: 
· The American Legion #BoysState2018 takes place in State, Dates. Apply now. Learn more at www.website.org. @AmericanLegion 

· Leadership, character, patriotism – The American Legion #BoysState2018. Learn more/apply at www.website.org. @AmericanLegion 

· The American Legion #BoysState2018 is preparing the leaders of tomorrow. Learn more at www.website.org. @AmericanLegion 

Delegates Selected 

Sample Facebook post: 
Citizens for The American Legion #BoysState2018 have been selected! In Month, more than XX high school seniors from around State will participate in this unique summertime educational program designed to mirror the structure and operation of state and local government. Learn more at www.website.org. @AmericanLegionHQ 

Sample Tweet: 
The American Legion selects XX for State #BoysState2018. Location to host in Month. Learn more website.org @AmericanLegion 

Boys State 2018 to be held 

Sample Facebook post: 
(Suggested image: Location photo) 

On Day, more than XX delegates will arrive at Location for The American Legion #BoysState2018. Special speakers for the event include: List names. Thank you to all sponsors for making this unique educational program possible. @AmercianLegionHQ 

Sample Tweet: 
The American Legion State #BoysState2018 starts Day. Delegates to learn how state/local gov’t happens! @AmericanLegion 

Ongoing event promotion 

Sample Facebook Posts: 
(Suggested image: Group of delegates together) 

More than XX delegates arrive at Location for The American Legion #BoysState2018! Let a week of learning about state and local government begin. @AmericanLegionHQ 

(Suggested image: Delegates raising the flag) 

Day 2 of The American Legion #BoysState2018 and delegates are up early learning the importance of patriotic symbols. @AmericanLegionHQ 

(Suggested image: Student elected leader) 

The American Legion #BoysState2018 delegates have elected a leader and are learning about the democratic process. @AmericanLegionHQ 

(Suggested image: Governor shaking hands with delegates) 

Governor Name shared the importance of leadership and teamwork in state government to cheers from The American Legion #BoysState2018 delegates in State. @AmericanLegionHQ 

(Suggested image: Delegates cheering on Boys Nation selectees) 

Delegates at The American Legion #BoysState2018 in State elect Name (Hometown) and Name (Hometown) as representatives for #BoysNation2018 in Washington, D.C. Session closes with handshakes and new lifelong friendships. 

Sample Tweets: 
Delegates arrive in State for The American Legion #BoysState2018. Let the learning begin! @AmericanLegion 

The American Legion #BoysState2018 State delegates learn about patriotism. @AmericanLegion

(Suggested image: Student elected leader) 

The American Legion #BoysState2018 delegates elect Name governor while studying the democratic process in State @AmericanLegion 

(Suggested image: Governor shaking hands with delegates) 

State Governor Name talks about leadership and teamwork in state government at The American Legion #BoysState2018 @AmericanLegion 

(Suggested image: Delegates cheering on Boys Nation selectees) 

The American Legion #BoysState2018 in State closes with election of delegates for #BoysNation2018 in Washington, D.C. @AmericanLegion 

Sponsor Promotion 

Sample Facebook post: 
(Suggested image: Delegate organization sponsored) 
 
Thank you @Company/Civic Organization! Your support of Delegate @Name for The American Legion #BoysState2018 in Location makes this unique experience possible! 

Sample Tweet: 
(Suggested image: Sponsored delegate) 

@Company/Civic Organization! Your sponsored delegate @Name at The American Legion #BoysState2018 is ready to govern. @AmericanLegionHQ 

Graphics: 
Register now 
[image: Social%20media%20graphics/Boys%20State%20Social%20Graphic%20-%20Register-v1.jpeg]	 [image: Social%20media%20graphics/Boys%20State%20Social%20Graphic%20-%20Register-v2.jpeg] 

Apply now 
[image: Social%20media%20graphics/Boys%20State%20Social%20Graphic%20-%20Apply-v1.jpeg]	[image: Social%20media%20graphics/Boys%20State%20Social%20Graphic%20-%20Apply-v2.jpeg] 

Get involved 
[image: Social%20media%20graphics/Boys%20State%20Social%20Graphic%20-%20Get%20Involved.jpeg] 
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The American Legion Boys State delegates to meet with Governor Name 

More than # students to tour the State Capitol while learning about the democratic process, including the structure and operation of state government. 

WHEN: 	Example: Wednesday, June 6, 2018 – 1:30 p.m. 

WHERE: 	Example: State Capitol, 555 Main Street, Any town, State 12345 

WHAT:	Example: Governor Name will address delegates of The American Legion Boys State program. A unique summertime educational opportunity, Boys State focuses on participation and personal experience in a model state, complete with governmental bodies and elected public officials. 

WHY: 	The American Legion Boys State program started in Illinois in 1935 and came to State in XXXX. By participating in mock local, county and state government exercises, delegates learn firsthand about leadership, practical citizenship and the democratic process. 

ABOUT: 	The American Legion Boys State program is a non-partisan, non-political mock government exercise intended to instill character, the importance of civic engagement and patriotism among rising high school seniors. 

The American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization with nearly 2 million members in 12,875 posts in communities across America. Chartered by Congress in 1919, The American Legion is committed to mentoring youth and sponsoring wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security, and continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers and veterans. 

INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES: 
· Name, Title 
· Name, Title 

Media Contact: ____________ 
Phone: ____________ 
Email: ____________ 
[image: ]FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: ____________ 
Phone: ____________ 
Email: ____________ 


Enrollment now open for The American Legion Boys State in State 

Rising high school seniors with outstanding leadership, 
character and community service qualities encouraged to apply 

DATE (CITY, STATE) – Now in its 83rd year, The American Legion Boys State program is accepting applications for 2018. Boys State will be held Dates, in Location. 

The American Legion Boys State is a unique summertime educational program for boys entering their senior year of high school. The program focuses on participation and personal experience in a model state, complete with governmental bodies and elected public officials. It is designed to mirror the structure and operation of state government while providing training in practical citizenship, leadership and character through a non-partisan lens. 

“The American Legion believes our government is only strengthened by teaching today’s youth to understand and appreciate the democratic process,” said Denise Rohan, national commander of The American Legion. “It’s programs like The American Legion Boys State that help America remain strong and ensure our freedom for future generations.” 

The American Legion Boys State program consists of classroom work, lectures and hands-on activities that promote learning by doing. Each participant is known as a “citizen” and becomes an integral part of the process assuming specific responsibilities as an elected or appointed official. Enrollment fees are paid by The American Legion posts, businesses or other civic organizations. 

Former delegates that participated in The American Legion Boys State programs across the country over the years continue to inspire current students to apply. Past graduates that went on to have a career in the public eye include President Bill Clinton, athlete Michael Jordan, rock star Jon Bon Jovi, news personality Tom Brokaw, and former U.S. Peace Corps director Gaddi Vasquez, to name a few. 

“The college application landscape remains incredibly competitive,” said Name, director of The American Legion Boys State program in State. “High school students are looking for extracurricular activities that can help them develop skills and experience that will stand out in the crowd. Selection in The American Legion Boys State is a testimony to the character and leadership of each participant and is an experience recognized by employers, U.S. service academies and university admissions boards.” 

For more information on The American Legion Boys State program and how to apply, contact Name, at XXX-XXX-XXXX or Email Address. Complete details on the program can be found at www.website.org. 

About The American Legion 
The American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization with nearly 2 million members in 12,875 posts in communities across America. Chartered by Congress in 1919, The American Legion is committed to mentoring youth and sponsoring wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security, and continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers and veterans. 

### 


If available, include a photo of each student with the release. 
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Media Contact: ____________ 
Phone: ____________ 
Email: ____________ 


# high school juniors will represent Town at The American Legion Boys State 

The American Legion remains committed to educating and preparing future leaders 
about character, civic engagement and patriotism through this annual summer program 

DATE (CITY, STATE) – Name, Name and Name will represent Town at the XX Annual American Legion Boys State in Location. The American Legion Boys State program is a weeklong, learn by doing experience that mirrors the structure and operation of state government. The program provides training in practical citizenship, leadership and character through a non-partisan lens. Since year, more than cumulative total # students from across State have participated in The American Legion Boys State program. 

“We are encouraged by the optimism and energy of this year’s applicants,” said Name, post commander. “Participating in The American Legion Boys State is like being immersed in all aspects of government and public service. The program consists of classroom work, lectures and camaraderie, with student delegates taking on elected and appointed roles to learn firsthand how democracy works and legislation is passed. It is an experience unlike any other.” 

Applications for the program are accepted in Month. Members of American Legion Post # interview each student and make the final selection. Legionnaires look for individuals who understand the value of teamwork and possess outstanding leadership, character and community service qualities to participate in the program. 

The program aims to inspire students to follow in the footsteps of former delegates. The list of notable alums includes President Bill Clinton, athlete Michael Jordan, rock star Jon Bon Jovi, news personality Tom Brokaw, and former U.S. Peace Corps director Gaddi Vasquez, to name a few. 

The following local businesses/civic organizations are sponsoring the students: Name, Name and Name. 

The American Legion Boys State will be held Dates. Complete details on the program can be found at www.website.org. 

About The American Legion 
The American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization with nearly 2 million members in 12,875 posts in communities across America. Chartered by Congress in 1919, The American Legion is committed to mentoring youth and sponsoring wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security, and continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers and veterans. 

### 
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Media Contact: ____________ 
Phone: ____________ 
Email: ____________ 


High school students participate in The American Legion Boys State educational program 

Democracy in action provides engaged students with experience 
and education about the structure and operation of state government 

DATE (CITY, STATE) – On Date, The American Legion Boys State program, held in Town, hosted more than ### students from across State. The program activity provides young men with the opportunity to learn firsthand about what it means to be engaged in their community and participate in a democratic society. The American Legion has been administering the non-partisan program nationally since 1935 and this is the XX year that State residents have gathered for this important civic activity. 

Set at Location, student delegates design a model state, complete with governmental bodies and elected public officials. The program mirrors the structure and operation of state government while providing training in practical citizenship, leadership, character and public service. 

“As part of the planning committee, this was a personally rewarding experience and it was impressive to see the students’ commitment to getting the most out of the opportunity to learn about the democratic process firsthand,” said Name, director of The American Legion Boys State program. “A number of delegates said it was a life-changing week of learning. I am confident that the future of our country is in good hands.” 

The program aims to inspire students to follow in the footsteps of former delegates. The list of notable alums includes President Bill Clinton, athlete Michael Jordan, rock star Jon Bon Jovi, news personality Tom Brokaw, and former U.S. Peace Corps director Gaddi Vasquez, to name a few. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
# state-level college scholarships were awarded and two delegates were elected to attend The American Legion Boys Nation program in Washington, D.C. in Month. 

SAMPLE QUOTE: “The American Legion Boys State program has truly opened my eyes to how our government works,” said Name, a participant from Town. “I am honored to have been selected to participate in Boys Nation in Washington, D.C. and I plan to represent State well.” 

The two young men selected to represent The State American Legion Boys State program are Name from City and Name from City. 

About The American Legion 
The American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization with nearly 2 million members in 12,875 posts in communities across America. Chartered by Congress in 1919, The American Legion is committed to mentoring youth and sponsoring wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security, and continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers and veterans. 
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